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CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Cecilia Elena Rouse, of California, to be a 
Member of the Council of Economic Advis-
ers. 

Harry Reid, Christopher J. Dodd, Patrick 
J. Leahy, Sherrod Brown, Byron L. 
Dorgan, Jack Reed, Jeff Merkley, Mi-
chael F. Bennet, Charles E. Schumer, 
Amy Klobuchar, Richard Durbin, Patty 
Murray, John F. Kerry, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Ben Nelson, Jeff Binga-
man, Herb Kohl. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory 
quorum be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
that the Senate return to legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, the motion is agreed to. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL PROBLEM SOLVING 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, in 
the midst of much talk about biparti-
sanship and not much to show for it, I 
have a nomination for an issue upon 
which we can work together, and that 
is this: review the maze of conflicting 
forms, FBI investigations, IRS audits, 
ethics requirements, and financial dis-
closures to make it possible for Presi-
dent Obama and future Presidents to 
put together promptly a team to help 
them solve big problems. 

This is an urgent problem today be-
cause during the worst banking crisis 
since the Great Depression, the man in 
charge of fixing the crisis, Treasury 
Secretary Timothy Geithner, appar-
ently is sitting in his office without 
much help, at least from any Obama 
Presidential appointees. 

According to news accounts, among 
the key vacant positions at the Treas-
ury Department are the Assistant Sec-
retary for Tax Policy; the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for Tax Policy; the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Tax 

Analysis; the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Tax, Trade, and Tariff Pol-
icy; and the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for International Tax Affairs. 
The first choice for Deputy Secretary 
of the Treasury appears to have with-
drawn her name from consideration. 

Four months after the President’s 
election, according to 
TheBigMoney.com, the list of vacan-
cies on the Treasury Department Web 
site shows that ‘‘Main Treasury Build-
ing is a lonely place, conjuring up vi-
sions of Geithner signing dollar bills 
one by one . . . , watering the plants, 
and answering the phones when he’s 
not crafting a bank rescue plan.’’ 

Of course, there are the career em-
ployees available and at least one hold-
over Assistant Secretary and various 
czars in the White House—but even one 
of the czars has expressed concern 
about the slow pace of filling Treasury 
Department jobs at a critical time. 

Part of the problem may be attrib-
uted to the Treasury Secretary’s boss, 
our impressive new President, who is 
nevertheless subject to the criticism 
that he is living over the store but not 
minding it. 

Presidents have many problems to 
solve, but no one ever suggested that 
the wisest course is to try to solve 
them all at once. There is a tradition 
that Washington, DC, can only do one 
thing well at a time. And Presidents 
are supposed to exclude from the White 
House the merely important issues so 
they may deal with the truly Presi-
dential problems, which surely must 
not include being distracted by debates 
with radio talk show hosts. 

President Eisenhower, who knew 
something about leading complex orga-
nizations, said in 1952: ‘‘I will go to 
Korea.’’ The country relaxed and elect-
ed him, confident that the general 
would end the Korean war. 

We need for President Obama to say 
in Eisenhower fashion ‘‘I will fix the 
banks’’—and then stay home long 
enough to do it. Then the country 
might relax a little and gain some con-
fidence that this might actually hap-
pen, which is the first step and perhaps 
the main step in economic recovery. 

But the President needs a team at 
Treasury to help persuade the Amer-
ican people that he can and will get the 
job done. 

The President has brought on himself 
some of the difficulty of putting to-
gether a team. In addition to having 
too many balls in the air at once, in 
my opinion, his standards for hiring 
sometimes seem to have the effect of 
disqualifying people who know some-
thing about the problem from being 
hired to solve the problem. 

But another part of the President’s 
difficulty in filling jobs—one that has 
afflicted every President since Water-
gate—is the maze of investigations and 
forms that prospective senior officials 
must complete and the risk they run 
that they will be trapped and humili-
ated and disqualified by an uninten-
tional and relatively harmless mis-
take. 

I voted against the nomination of 
Secretary Geithner because I thought 
it was a bad example for the man in 
charge of collecting the taxes not to 
have paid them. And I thought his ex-
cuse for not paying was not plausible. 
But that does not mean that we should 
disqualify every Presidential nominee 
for minor tax discrepancies that result 
from the complexity of our Byzantine 
Tax Code, a Tax Code which has 
reached 3.7 million words, according to 
a January report by the National Tax-
payer Advocate, and which is badly in 
need of reform. 

I suspect very few Americans with 
complex tax returns can go through a 
multiple-year audit without finding 
something with which the IRS might 
disagree. 

Take the case of former Dallas mayor 
Ron Kirk, President Obama’s nominee 
to be U.S. Trade Representative, who 
headlines report paid back taxes pri-
marily because he failed to list as in-
come—and then take a charitable de-
duction on—speaking fees that he gave 
away to charity. Common sense sug-
gests, and his tax preparer thought, 
what Mr. Kirk did was appropriate. 
After all, he did not keep the money. 
The IRS apparently has a more con-
voluted rule for dealing with such 
things. In any event, the matter is so 
trivial as to be irrelevant to his suit-
ability to be the trade nominee. 

Tax audits are only the beginning. 
There is the FBI full field investigation 
during which friends of the nominee 
are asked such questions as: Does he 
live beyond his means? 

When I was nominated for Education 
Secretary a few years ago, one of my 
friends replied to the FBI agent: Don’t 
we all? 

There are Federal financial disclo-
sures. Then there is the White House 
questionnaire, and, of course, the ques-
tions from the confirming Senate com-
mittee. The definition of what con-
stitutes ‘‘income’’ on some forms is dif-
ferent than the definition of ‘‘income’’ 
on others. It is easy to make a mis-
take. 

This is not as bad as it could be. We 
have a Democratic President and a 
Democratic Congress with big majori-
ties in both Chambers. So the nominees 
have gone through fairly quickly. But 
when the Congress is of a different 
party than the President, the congres-
sional questionnaires expand and some-
times delay the nomination for more 
weeks. 

Washington, DC, has become the only 
place where you hire a lawyer, an ac-
countant, and an ethics officer before 
you find a house and put your kid in 
school. 

The motto around here has become: 
‘‘Innocent until nominated.’’ 

Every legal counsel to every Presi-
dent since Nixon would, I suspect, 
agree that in the name of effective gov-
ernment, this process needs to be 
changed. Most have tried to change it, 
but in Washington style, new regula-
tions pile up on top of old ones, cre-
ating a more bewildering maze. 
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